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fact must not be overlooked when considering the prosperity of the German 
colonies in that neighborhood. 

The country roads of Brazil are as poor as they are old, and some of them 
are very old. They would not be recognizable to-day were it not for the 
alignment along their former courses of farms and hamlets whose existence 
would be unintelligible to one not knowing that once upon a time a road was 
running by there. The doom of the roads was caused by the railroads because, 
as soon as the government began to build the latter, it ceased to take care of 
the former. The monopoly of the railroads in Brazil is, therefore, as complete 
as it is in the American West, and it has produced the same rate and tariff 
conditions as on the northern continent. 

The most conspicuous feature in the recent development of Brazil is the 
shifting of economical leadership from the tropical to the temperate states, from 
Bahia and Pernambuco to Sao Paulo, from sugar and rubber to coffee. In this 
process, too, geographical influences have been at work. It is the above-named 
diabases whose detritus produces the "violet" soil especially suited for coffee, 
and the State of Sao Paulo is fortunate enough to possess plenty of that soil. 
There was a period in the early history of the state in which the hunt for violet 
soil was as lively as was the hunt for gold in the Far West. At that time — 
soon after the Civil War — a strong immigration set in, not only from Europe, 
but also from the United States, and many Southerners who had lost everything 
in the war, tried to begin life over again on the violet soil. By the side of 
Nova Fribourg and Nova Helvetia, Villa America has remained as a permanent 
witness of that period. 

The present prosperous condition of that state ought, however, to be safe- 
guarded against two imminent dangers: first, the exclusive devotion to one 
product, and a product for exportation only; for coffee is king in Sao Paulo, as 
cotton was in the old South. Secondly, the impossibility for the small property 
to hold its own against the overwhelming influence of the large land-owners. 
In the more southern states where coffee does not reign supreme, the small 
property dominates, and the foreign colonies of those states produce everything 
they need, and would be able even to export a large part of their abundance 
if there were only good markets for their products, or convenient connections 
with such markets at their disposal. M. K. Genthe. 

AFRICA 
Siwah. Die Oase des Sonnengottes in der libyschen Wiiste. Von J. C. Ewald 

Falls. 48 pp. and 25 illustrations. Verlag von Kircheim & Co., Mainz, 1910. 

Mk. 2. io>£ x 7j£. 
This is the latest of three reports on the Siwa Oasis published within the 
past four years. It does not attempt to compare with the two preceding studies 
in thorough scientific treatment. The Khedive of Egypt five years ago crossed 
the Libyan waste as far as the Siwa Oasis, the first ruler to make this journey 
since Alexander the Great in 332 B. C. Mr. Falls, a German scholar, par- 
ticipated in the expedition and has written for the general public this account 
of the journey and description of the famous Oasis of Jupiter Ammon. His first 
chapter is given to the Khedival caravan route, which largely coincided with 
that of Alexander the Great. In the second chapter he describes the oasis and 
its culture, its industries, commerce, flora and fauna. The town of Siwa and 
its widespread monuments of earlier days are sketched in the third chapter, 
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and he concludes with a brief account of the geology of the region. Incidentally, 
he throws some interesting light on the characteristics of the Khedive, who is 
certainly to be admired for his earnest efforts to see for himself some of the 
more remote parts of his land. The illustrations are admirable and instructive, 
but there is no map. 
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Maps issued by United States Government Bureaus 

U. S. Geological Survey 
Topographic Sheets: 

Alaska. Reconnaissance Map of Yukon-Tanana Region, Alaska. Circle Quad- 
rangle. Alaska Sheet No. 641. 1:250,000 (1 in.^3.95 miles). (66° - 64 N.; 
146° -142° W.). Contour interval 200 ft. Datum is mean sea level, assuming 
an elevation of 810 ft. at Eagle. Surveyed in 1903, 1904, 1905 and 1908. Edition 
of May 191 1. [Delineation of topography in the N. E. corner of the sheet does 
not extend beyond the Yukon.] 

Arizona-California. Parker Quadrangle. 1:125,000 (1 in.=i.97 mile). 
(34°3o' - 34°o' N. ; ii4°3o' - ii4°o' W.). Interval 50 ft. Surveyed in 1902-03 
and 1909. Edit, of March 1911. 

Illinois. Hennepin Quad. 1:62,500 (1 in.=o-99 mile). (4i°3o' -4i°i5' N. ; 
89°3o' - 89°i5' W.). Interval 20 ft. Surveyed in 1909. Edit, of April 1911. 

Kentucky. Dawson Springs Quad. 1:62,500. (37°i5' - 37°o' W. ; 87°45' - 
87°3o' W.). Surveyed in 1909. Edit, of May 1911. 

Maryland. Prince Frederick Quad. 1:62,500. (38°45' - 38°3o' N. ; 76°45' - 
76°3o' W.). Interval 20 ft. Surveyed in 1890, revised in 1900 and 1904-05. 
Edit, of May 1910. 

Maryland-Pennsylvania. Emmetsburg Quad. 1:62,500. (39°45' - 39° 30' N. ; 
77°3°' •77° I 5' W.). Interval 20 ft. Surveyed in 1908-09. Edit, of March 
191 1. [Names of townships printed from type.] 

Maryland-Pennsylvania. Taneytown Quad. 1:62,500. (39°45' - 39°3o' N. ; 
77°i5'-77°o' W.). Interval 20 ft. Surveyed in 1908-09. Edit, of Feb. 1911. 
[Names of townships printed from type.] 

Michigan. Calumet Special Map. 1:62,500. (47°26' -47°7' N. ; 88°37'- 
88° 18' W.) Interval 20 ft. Surveyed in 1908-09. Edit, of May 1911. 

New York. Monticello Quad. 1:62,500. (4i°45' -4i°3o' N. ; 74°45' - 74°3o' 
W.). Interval 20 ft. Surveyed in 1908-09. Edit, of May 1911. 

Virginia-Tennessee-North Carolina. Abingdon Quad. 1:125,000. (37°o'- 
36°3o' N. ; 8i°45' - 8i°3o' W.). Interval 50 ft. Surveyed in 1908-09. Edit, of 
April 1911. [Names of counties printed from type.] 

West Virginia. Peytona Quad. 1:62,500. (38°i5' - 38V N.; 8i°45' - 8i°3o' 
W.) Interval 50 ft. Surveyed in 1908-09. Edit, of April 1911. [Names of 
counties printed from type.] 

Maps in V. S. G. S. Bulletins 

Alabama. Map and Sections of the Southern Part of Cahaba Coal Field, 
Alabama. By Charles Butts. Scale of map and of sections 1:114,000 (1 in.=i.8o 
mile). 33°i4'-33°o' N.; 87°i5' - 86°53' W.) Black. With inset showing 
general location. Accompanies, as PI. IV, Bull. 431, 191 1. 

Alaska. [Five maps accompanying "A Geologic Reconnaissance in South- 
eastern Seward Peninsula and the Norton Bay-Nulato Region" by P. S. Smith and 
H. M. Eakin, Bull. 449, 1911:] 

(a) Reconnaissance Map of Southwestern Seward Peninsula, Alaska. 1:250,- 
000 (1 in.=3-95 miles). (65°32' - 64°2o' N.; i64°o' - i64°4o' W.). Surveyed 
in 1900, 1903 and 1909. 2 colors. PI. I. {Relief in brown contours, interval 
200 ft. ; drainage in blue ; culture in black.] 



